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JUST  BACK  FROM 

...  An  extensive  trip 
through  Europe  where  I had 
the  pleasure  of  meeting  many 
of  the  outstanding  numisma- 
tists. This  was  not  entirely 
a vacation  as  I purchased 
several  nice  collections  and 
many  choice  individual  items. 
Some  of  these  are  listed  in 
these  two  issues  of  COINS 
AND  CHATTER. 

IN  EXPLANATION 


JtfmqjL  $oliL  foinA. 

FOR  DISCRIMINATING  COLLECTORS 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY  1907  100 
Korona  commemorating  40th 
year  of  Magyar  Coronation. 
Two-toned  Proof 125.00 

COLOMBIA  1829  8 Escudos, 
Popayan  Mint.  Pract.  Unc. 
with  mint  lustre 75.00 

FRANCE  1869  100  Francs, 


. . . Due  to  the  great  amount 
of  extra  work  involved  in 
conducting  our  February  8th 
Sale,  and  my  being  out  of 
the  country  since  March  1st, 
this  is  the  first  issue  of 
COINS  AND  CHATTER  this  year. 
We  intend  to  put  out  two 
issues  at  a time  until  we 
are  up  to  date. 

...  It  is  our  intention 
that  COINS  AND  CHATTER  not 
only  be  a sales  medium,  but 
a source  of  interesting  infor- 
mation. We  would  welcome 
any  and  all  suggestions  as  to 
how  we  can  better  accomplish 
this.  At  least  one-third  of 
every  issue  will  be  devoted 
to  articles  on  numismatics 
and  I would  like  for  these  to 
be  of  interest  to  the  great- 
est possible  number  of  col- 
lectors . 

. . . Let  us  know  what  you 
want  and  we  will  try  and 
give  it  to  you. 


laureated  head  of  Napoleon  III 
Choice  Uncirculated .....  85 . 00 

GREAT  BRITAIN  1839  Pattern 
5 Pounds.  Young  head  of 
Victoria.  Rev:  Una  and 
the  lion.  Proof,  slightly 
hair-marked 275 . 00 

ITALY  1903  100  Lire,  head 
of  Victor  Emanuel  III. 

Prac  . Unc.  choice 100.00 


GREECE  1876  50  Drachma! 
with  head  of  George  I. 
Brilliant  Proof 250.00 

PERU  1930  50  Sols.  Head 
of  the  Inca  Manco  Capoc . 

Rev:  Inca  symbol.  Unc. 

and  extremely  rare 275.00 

— 1951  100  Sols,  Lima 

Mint.  Brill.  Proof....  85.00 


GOLD  IRISH  RING  MONEY 

Have  just  obtained  one  of 
the  outstanding  collections 
of  this  rare  and  historical 
medium  of  exchange.  One  of 
the  earliest  known  forms  of 
money.  There  are  eight  com- 
pletely different  pieces, 
ranging  in  size  from  253  to 
1,221  grains.  All  in  mag- 
nificent condition.  Will 
be  sold  as  a collection. 

PRICE  ON  REQUEST. 


EXTRA  SPECIAL 


1953  GREAT  BRITAIN  CORONATION 
PROOF  SET 
10  pieces,  Farthing  to  Crown, 
all  Brilliant  Proofs,  in 
special  leather  box  as  issued 
This  was  a limited  issue  and 
is  regularly  priced  at  $15.00 
We  will  fill  the  first  100 
orders  at  the  special  price 

of  only $10.95 

* * * * * 
Uncirculated  sets  only  $4.35 
Uncirculated  Crown $1.50 


CANADIAN  DOLLARS 

Complete  set  1935-1953, 

Both  types  of  1947, mounted 
in  special  lettered  plastic 
holder.  Uncirculated. 

15  piece  se t . . . . $49 . 50 


PHILIPPINE  ISLANDS 

In  1947  the  Philippine  Govern, 
ment  honored  Gen.  Douglas 
MacArthur  by  issuing  two  com- 
memorative coins  bearing  his 
portrait  - $1.00  and  50^  size 
both  silver,  struck  at  the 
U.  S.  Mint. 

The  Set .Uncirculated  - $3.45 

-=>•##<== 

VATICAN 

1947-1948-1949-1950 

Complete  sets  of  the  coinage 
of  these  years  (except  the 
gold).  Each  set  housed  in 
attractive  leatherette  holder. 
The  1950  coins  are  a differ- 
ent type,  commemorating  the 
"Holy  Year."  All  coins  are 
brilliant  Uncirculated. 

Per  Set,  any  year  - $1.00 
The  4 different  sets-  3.45 


THE  SESQUI -CENTENNIAL 
COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 


QommsmwhajtlvsL  foinA. 

ALL  UNCIRCULATED  UNLESS  OTHERWISE  STATED 


The  coins  for  the  Sesqui- 
Centennial  of  American  Inde- 
pendence in  1926,  are  the 
first  to  commemorate  an  event 
that  is  near  to  the  heart  of 
all  the  nation.  The  half 
dollar,  which  is  in  unusually 
low  relief,  bears  the  bust 
portraits  of  our  first  and 
sesqui-centennial  presidents-- 
Washington  and  Coolidge;  the 
Liberty  Bell  is  pictured  on 
the  reverse. 

When  first  announced,  more 
or  less  criticism  was  shown 
in  the  daily  press  regarding 
Mr.  Coolidge 's  face  on  the 
Sesqui  half  dollar,  due  to  an 
unwritten  rule  since  Washing- 
ton's time,  that  the  portrait 
of  a living  president  shall 
not  be  placed  on  our  coins. 
The  Baltimore  Sun  had  this  to 
say  in  anarticle:  ",  . .The 
Memorial  Half  Dollar  is  to 
commemorate  the  150th  anniver 
sary  of  the  signing  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence. 
What  connection  had  Mr. 
Coolidge  with  that  memorable 
event?  Will  his  friends  claim 
that  in  a former  incarnation, 
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he  caused  the  adoption  of  thatig3p 
great  document,  just  as  in  theig36 
present  incarnation  he . settled  1936 
the  Boston  police  strike?  1936 
Even  his  most  ardent  friends  1936 
would  not  claim  that  he  is  so  1936 
superior  to  Washington,  1936 
Jefferson,  Lincoln,  Roosevelt, 1936 
or  Wilson  that  this  rule  of  1936 
propriety  and  prudence  should  1936 
be  violated  in  his  favor.  It  1936 
seems  to  us  that  there  are  1936 
quite  a number  of  faces  which  1936 
have  a right  to  precedence  1936 
over  Mr.  Coolidge  on  the  1936 
Memorial  Half  Dollar.  There  1936 


is,  for  instance,  the  hand 


some  countenance  of  one 


Columbian  Expos $2.25 

Columbian  Expos 1.75 

Isabelle  Quarter ....  13 .75 
Lafayette  Dollar ....  25 . 00 

Pan-Pacif  ic 30.00 

Lincoln 6.75 

Maine  Centennial....  8.25 

Pilgrim,  SPECIAL 2.95 

Pilgrim,  SPECIAL 7.50 

Alabama,  plain 18.00 

Alabama,  2x2 27.50 

Missouri 42.50 

Missouri,  2x4 45.00 

Grant  Memorial 6.75 

Grant  with  star 75.00 

Monroe  Doctrine.....  6.00 
Huguenot  Walloon....  7.50 

Calif.  Jubilee 7.50 

Lexington 4.50 

Norse,  thick 4.00 

Stone  Mountain 2.50 

Vancouver 32.50 

Philadelphia  Sesqui.  6.00 

Vermont 10.00 

Hawaiian ..85.00 

Maryland 8.00 

Connecticut 17.50 

Hudson .37.50 

Old  Spanish  Trail . . . 25 . 00 

San  Diego 4.00 

Albany 12.50 

Bridgeport 6.25 

Cincinnati ,PDS  Set.. 45. 00 

Cincinnati 16.50 

Cleveland 3.25 

Columbia 7.00 

Columbia,  PDS  Set... 20. 00 

Delaware 7.75 

Elgin 7.25 

Gettysburg 8.25 

Long  Island 3.50 

Lynchburg 7.50 

Rhode  Island 5.50 

Rhode  Isl.PDS  Set. ..15.00 

Norfolk 12.50 

Robinson 5.50 

San  Diego 6.00 

San  Francisco 6.50 

Wisconsin 7.50 


1936 

1937 

1937 

1938 

1935 

1936 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1934 

1935 
1935 
1935 

1935 

1936 

1936 

1937 

1937 

1938 
1926 
1926 
1928 

1933 

1934 
1936 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1934 

1935 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 
1946 
1946 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 
1951 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 


COM  P.L  E T E 


York  County $5.50 

Antietam 22.50 

Roanoke 8.25 

New  Rochelle 15.00 


Arkansas  PDS  Set... 15. 00 
Arkansas, PDS  Set... 10. 00 
Arkansas,  P Mint...  3.50 
Arkansas,  PDS  Set.. 13. 50 
Arkansas,  PDS  Set.. 35. 00 
Arkansas,  PDS  Set. 125. 00 


Boone 4.50 

Boone 3.50 

Boone,  PDS  Set 13.50 

Boone,  small  34....  3.50 
Boone,  sm.34  ,D-SSet^L17  50 

Boone 3.50 

Boone,  PDS  Set 13.50 

Boone 3.50 

Boone,  PDS  Set . . . . 100. 00 
Boone,  PDS  Set . . . . 145 . 00 

Oregon  Trail 4.25 

Oregon,  S Mint 3.50 

Oregon 4.50 

Oregon 7.50 

Oregon 4.75 

Oregon 3.50 

Oregon,  S Mint 7.00 

Oregon 3.50 

Oregon,  PDS  Set. ...13. 50 
Oregon,  PDS  Set.... 35. 00 

Texas. 4.00 

Texas,  P Mint 3.00 

Texas,  PDS  Set 8.25 

Texas,  PDS  Set 8.50 

Texas,  PDS  Set.....  9.75 
Texas,  PDS  Set. ... .37.50 

Iowa 6.50 

B.T. Washington  Set.  3.50 
B.T.Warh.P  or  S....  1.00 
B.T. Wash.  Set 6.25 


B.T. Washington  Set.  8.00 
B.T. Washington  Set.  8.75 
B.T. Washington  Set.  8.75 
B. T. Washington  Set.  9.00 

Wash-Carver,  P 2.50 

Wash-Carver  Set....  7.50 
Wash-Carver  Set....  7.50 
Wash-Carver  Set....  7.50 
Wash-Carver  Set....  7.50 

SET 


Thomas  Jefferson,  who  is  re- 
ported to  have  had  something 
to  do  with  this  historic 
occasion  ..." 

But  the  face  of  Coolidge 
appeared  just  the  same. 

That  President  Coolidge 
consented  to  the  use  of  his 
portrait  on  a coin,  and  that 
it  so  appears,  establishes  a 
precedent  as  he  is  the  first 
President  to  be  honored 
during  life. 

The  design  for  this  half 
dollar  was  prepared  by  John 
R.  Sinnock,  official  engraver 
at  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 

Opinions  differ  regarding 
this  coin.  It  is  not  as 
pleasing  to  the  eye  as  It 
might  have  been,  nor  is  it  as 


Washington-Carvers  1951-52-53-54,  4 sets $28.50 


SESQUI-CENTENNIAL  COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 
(Continued) 


unattractive  as  some  of  the 
souvenir  coins  that  preceded 
it.  The  greatest  criticism 


seems  to  be  that  it  was  struck  for  distribution.  The  coins 


in  very  low  relief,  but  as  it 
was  not  intended  for  circula- 
tion and  therefore  not  sub- 
ject to  wear,  this  is  not  a 
serious  fault. 


was  struck  at  the  Philaddphla 
Mint  at  noon  May  19,  1926,  by 
Mayor  Kendrick.  The  coin  was 
given  to  him  and  he  presented 
it  to  President  Coolidge  when 
the  latter  visited  the  Sesqul- 


Centennial  Exposition.  The 
remainder  of  the.  first  1,000 
were  turned  over  to  the  Mayor 


were  then  distributed  through 
the  Federal  Reserve  Bank. 
Booths  offered  them  for  sale 
in  various  sections  of  the 
Exposition  grounds.  The  Sesqui 


The  first  Sesqui  Half  Dollar  Centennial  Exposition  at  Phila- 


delphia closed  its  gates  on 
November  30,  1926  and  exposi- 
tion officials  announced  that 
a profit  of  $125,000  had  been 
realized  on  the  sale  of  these 
commemorative  coins. 


<jA4XiAja*tteedl  OA  if&usi  mattey  book 


UNCIRCULATED  MINT  NETS 

CENTS  THROUGH  HALF  DOLLARS 


3 Mints 


1933  P D & S. . -- 

1934  7.50) 

1934  D Mint. .10.50) . . 

1934  S Mint. .25.00) 

1935  6.00 

1935  D Mint. .13.50 

1936  4.00) 


25.00 

42.50 


1936  D Mint. . 

20.00) 

33.50 

1936  S Mint. . 

10.00) 

1937 

4.00  ) 

1937  D Mint. . 

10.00  ) . . . 

24.00 

1937  S Mint. . 

10.00  ) 

1938 

4.50) 

1938  D Mint. . 

15.00) 

22.50 

1938  S Mint. . 

4.00) 

1939 

4.50  ) 

1939  D Mint. . 

7.50  )... 

20.00 

1939  S Mint . . 

9.00  ) 

1940 

4.00) 

1940  D Mint. . 

5.00) 

12.00 

1940  S Mint.. 

3.50) 

1941.  

3.25  ) 

1941  D Mint. . 

3.25  ) . . . 

9.00 

1941  S Mint.. 

3.50  ) 

1942 

3.25) 

1942  D Mint. . 

4.50) 

10.00 

1942  S.  Mint. . 

3.50) 

1943 

2.75  ) 

1943  D Mint. . 

2.75  )... 

7.50 

1943  S Mint. . 

3.00  ) 

1944 

2.50) 

1944  D Mint. . 

• 2 . 50) « , . . 

6.75 

1944  S Mint. . 

.2.75) 

1945 

2.50  ) 

1945  D Mint. . 

2.50  )... 

6.50 

1945  S Mint. . 

2.50  ) 

1946 

2.50) 

1946  D Mint.. 

2.50).... 

6.25 

1946  S Mint.. 

2.50) 

1947 

2.25  ) 

1947  D Mint.  . 

2.50  ) . . . 

6.00 

1947  S Mint. . 

2.25  ) 

1 948 •»•••*•«• 

3.25) 

1948  D Mint. . 

3.00) .... 

8.00 

1948  S Mint. . 

2.50) 

1949 

4.00  ) 

1949  D Mint. . 

2.75  )... 

9.00 

1949  S Mint. . 

3.00  ) 

1950 . 

2.25) 

1950  D Mint.. 

2.50) 

6.00 

1950  S Mint.. 

1.75) 

1951 

2.25  ) 

1951  D Mint. . 

2.25  )... 

6.00 

1951  S Mint. . 

2.50  ) 

1952 

2.25) 

1952  D Mint. . 

2.25) . . . . 

5.75 

1952  S Mint. . 

2.25) 

1953  

2.00  ) 

1953  DMint. . . 

2.00  ).  . . 

5.50 

1953  S Mint. . 

2.00  ) 

1954 

2.00) 

1954  D Mint. . 

2.00) 

5.25 

1954  S Mint.. 

2.00) 

Special 

1928  Legal  Tender  Note  - 

$1.00  with  small  red  seal. 

Woods  and  Woodin. 

CRISP  UNCIRCULATED  - $3 

.50 

THE  QUEEN  SHOWED 
HER  NUMISMATIC  AGE 

To  grow  old  gracefully  is  an 
art,  and  those  who  collect  th 
coins  of  the  long  reign  of 
Queen  Victoria  can  trace  her 
transformation  from  a fresh 
young  girl  to  a tired  old 
lady  through  the  handsome 
succession  of  her  money.  But 
there  was  a time  in  her  career 
that  a prominent  medalist, 
Pistrucci,  jumped  the  gun  and 
added  some  extra  years  to  her 
age.  This  not  only  upset  her 
majesty  who  hated  to  be  aged 
ahead  of  her  time,  but  brough 
severe  criticism  from  leading 
English,  public  journals,  not 
to  mention  parliament  as  well 
It  was  unfortunate  that  a man 
of  Pistrucci's  caliber  who 
created  this  distasteful 
coronation  medal  should  have 
had  the  adversity  of  failing 
eyesight  two  months  before 
its  completion. 

On  the  obverse  on  which  her 
head  is  portrayed,  the  face 
is  much  too  old  and  somewhat 
haggard.  The  hair,  with  the 
exception  of  the  knot  behind 
which  was  of  better  work 
"would  disgrace  the  first 
essay  of  any  Birmingham  die- 
sinker's  apprentice,"  accord- 
ing to  the  critics.  To  this 
was  added  much  more  criticism 
of  other  minute  details. 
Because  of  all  this  fuss, 
this  is  the  medal  collectors 
want  most,  a real  prize  for 
their  collection. 

With  the  new,  young  Queen 
of  England  on  her  throne, 
numismatists  can  start  gather- 
ing in  coins  and  medals  that 
will  be  produced  as  time 
passes,  in  the  same  way  as 
the  older  generation  did  of 
her  great,  great  grandmother 

While  on  the  subject  of 
English  Coronation  Medals,  it 
is  interesting  to  note  that 
there  was  no  coronation  medal 
of  Oliver  Cromwell,  who  would 
have  no  doubt,  liked  to  have 
conducted  such  a hazardous 
experiment  Neither  were 
there  any  medals  or  medallions 
of  Mary  I or  Queen  Elizabeth. 
Henry  VIII  produced  England's 
first  medal  which  is  of  great 
rarity,  while  Charles  the 
First's  Scottish  medal  issue, 
struck  at  Edinburgh,  is  1h  e 
first  made  in  Britain  with  a 
legend  on  the  edge. 

James  I coined  small  silver 
medals  and  had  them  tossed 
to  spectators  who  crowed  this 
royal  event.  On  the  obverse 


UNITED  STATES  QUARTER  DOLLARS 
WASHINGTON  HEAD  TYPE 

Choice  Brill.  Unc . 
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THE  QUEEN  SHOWED 
HER  NUMISMATIC  AGE 
(Continued) 
is  his  bust  clad  in  armour, 
the  head  laureated  looking  to 
the  left,  with  name  and  title; 
Jac:  I Brit:  Coe:  Aug:  Hoe: 
Caesarum,  D.D.  (James  I of 
Britain,  Caesar  Augustus, 
Caesar,  heir  of  Caesars,  by 
the  gift  of  God.)  This 
medalet  is  a fine  specimen  of 
engraving.  On  the  reverse  is 
a lion  rampant,  crowned, 
bearing  in  his  right  paw  a 
beacon  with  fire,  and  in  his 
left  a wheatsheaf  with  the 
modest  legend:  Eddephaos 
^opviliqve  Salva  ("Behold 
the  beacon  and  health  of  the 
people . ") 

The  Charles  II  medal  struck 
on  New  Year's  Day  1652,  at 
Scone,  Scotland,  was  an 
inferior  piece  of  work,  but 
is  now  very  scarce  and  much 
in  demand. 


- Clarence  Fink 


FOREIGN  GOLD 

PRICED  TO  SELL 


ALBANIA  1927  20  Franka,  bust 
of  Skanderbegu.  Unc . . . .$16 .75 
BRABANT  1654  Lion  D'Or  of 

Philip  III.  V.  Fine 17.50 

BRANDENBERG-MARKEN  1740 
Fr  e'Jerlclc'  D'Or'.'  'Ex . Fine  .20.00 
COLOMBIA  1768,  2 Scudos, 


Very  Fine 16.75 

- 1860  10  Pesos,  Very 

Fine  plus 35.00 

DENMARK  1873  20  Kroner, 
Uncirculated 18.75 

- 1908  20  Kroner,  head  of 

Frederick  VIII.  Unc 17.50 


- 1909  Similar,  Unc.... 17. 50 

- 1910  Similar,  Unc.,.. 17. 50 

- 1912  Similar,  Unc.... 16. 75 

- 1913  20  Kroner,  head  of 
Christian  X.  Abt .Unc . . . . 16 . 00 

- 1914  Similar,  Unc.... 17. 50 
FRANCE  1641  Half  Louis  D'Or. 
Head  of  Louis  XIII.  Choice 

Very  Fine 20.00 

HANOVER  1832  Talers, 

head  of  William  IV.  Very 

Fine 12.00 

INDIA  1 Tola,  Maninlal, 
Chimanlal  & Co.  bank  issue. 
Extremely  Fine 20.00 

- 1 Tola,  Habib-Bank  Ltd. 

Persian  lion  and  native 
inscription.  Unc 22.50 

- 19th  Century,  round  Pagoda. 

Very  Fine,  rare 12.50 

IRAN  1944  1 Pahlevi , CW-1. 
Uncirculated 25.00 

- 1944  Half  Pahlevi,  CW-2. 

Uncirculated 12.50 

- 1945  1 Pahlevi.  Unc.. 25. 00 

- 1950  1 Pound,  Shah's  head 
in  high  relief.  Unc  ,rare27  . SO 
LICHTENSTEIN  1946  20  Francs. 


Head  of  Franz  Joseph. 
Uncirculated,  rare 15.00 

- 1946  10  Francs,  similar. 

Uncirculated 9.00 

MEXICO  1921  50  Pesos. 

Scarce  date,  Unc 55.00 

- 1923-24-25  50  Pesos, 

Uncirculated,  each 52.50 

- 1927-28-30  50  Pesos, 

Uncirculated,  each 52.50 

- 1945-46  50  Pesos, 

Uncirculated,  each 49.50 

PAPAL  STATES  1929  100  Lire 


Bust  of  Pius  IX.  Unc. ...22.50 
PORTUGAL  1826  6,400  Reis. 
Pedro  IV  Bust.  Very  rare, 


gem  Uncirculated 65.00 

- 1830  6,400  Reis,  bust  of 
Miguel  I.  Very  rare, 

Uncirculated 60.00 

PRUSSIA  1888  20  Mark*  of 
William  II.  Rare.  Brill. 

Proof 32.50 

ROUMANIA  1888  20  Lei  of 
Carol  17  Ext.  Fine 17.50 


SAUDI -ARABIA  1 Pound  1951. 
Used  for  oil  payment. 
Uncirculated,  rare 25.00 


SAXE-MEI NINGEN  (1866) 
Pattern  20  tfarks , plain 
edge;  rev:  blank.  Very 


Fine,  rare 32.50 

SAXONY- ALBERTINE  LINE  1619 
Ducat  of  Johann  Georg. 

Fine 9.00 

SAXONY- COBURG  SAALFELD 
1749  Ducat  struck  from 
Saale  gold.  Proof 
surface.  . 17.50 


SAX0NY-C0BURG  GOTOA  1905 
20  Marks,  head  of  Carl 
Edward.  CW-132,  only  date 
of  this  type.  Brilliant 


Proof ...50.00 

- Same,  Br.  Unc ..35.00 


SPAIN  1904  20  Pesetas, 
bust  of  Alfonso  in  military 
uniform.  Abt . Unc , rare .. 50. 00 
SWEDEN  1881  5 Kroners , 
head  of  Oscar  II.  Unc...  5.95 
- 1882,  1886  similar, 


Uncirculated,  each 

5.95 

- 1889  20  Kroners 

, bust 

of  Oscar  II.  Unc. 

. . . . . .17.50 

- 1894,  1899  5 Kroners, 

Uncirculated,  each 

......  5.95 

- 1901  5 Kroners, 

Unc..  5.75 

- 1920  5 Kroners, 

head 

of  Gustav  V.  Unc. 

- 1920  5 Kroners, 

same . 

About  Uncirculated. 

5.35 

TRAVENCORE  About  7th  Century 
ftasi . A small  historical 

gold  coin.  V.  Fine 2.95 

TURKEY  1923  1 Pound,  struck 
at  Ankara.  Not  in  CW. 

Uncirculated 22.50 

WEIMAR -REPUBLIC  1928, 

20  Marks  with  head  of 

Hindenberg.  Proof 25.00 

YUGOSLAVIA  1925  20  Dinars. 

CW-i  Uncirculated 30.00 

- 1932  Ducat,  Br . Proof . 12 . 50 


GALBA,  0TH0,  AND  VlTELLIUS 

Although  the  last  year  of 
Nero's  reign  was  68  A.D.  and 
the  last  of  the  New  Testament 
years  is  96  A.D.,  there  is 
never  a mention  of  a Roman 
emperor  in  New  Testament 
pages  after  Nero. 

To  follow  the  growth  of 
early  Christianity,  we  must 
acquaint  ourselves  with  the 
line  of  early  Roman  emperors. 
Galba  was  the  sixth  to  be  ele- 
vated to  the  purple,  and  Nero 
before  taking  his  own  life, 
had  issued  an  order  for 
Galba 's  death.  Just  then  im- 
perial affairs  took  a swift 
turn.  Nero  fled  to  a house 
outside  the  city,  and  when 
the  Roman  soldiers  were 
approaching,  it  was  Nero's 


GALBA,  0TH0,  AND  VlTELLIUS 
(Continued) 

life,  not  Galba's  life,  that 
he  took. 

Nero  had  chosen  Otho  as  his 
successor.  Now,  Galba,  a man 
of  quality  vastly  superior  to 
that  of  Otho,  was  made  emper- 
or . 

Galba  was  more  than  seventy 
years  of  age,  but  Rome  needed 
him  desperately  in  the  confu- 
sion. After  seven  months 
Otho  contrived  to  have  him 
slain  during  acamp  tumult. 
History  dates  his  reign  - 
68-69  A.D. 

There  are  both  first  and 
second  bronzes  to  be  had  with 
the  portrait  of  Galba,  al- 
though they  are  termed 
"scarce . " 

Otho  took  the  throne-- 
seventh  Roman  emperor.  He 
ruled  a few  days  more  than 
three  months;  then  took  his 
own  life.  His  reign  is 
dated  69  A.D. 

There  are  no  first  bronzes 
of  Otho's  reign.  Content 
yourself  with  any  good  small 
coin  portrait  of  Otho. 

Vitellius  succeeded  Otho; 
he  was  only  another  profli- 
gate, having  neither  civil 
nor  military  ability.  He  was 
with  the  soldiery  in  Germany 
when  word  of  Otho's  death  was 
received. 

There  are  first  bronzes  of 
Vitellius  as  emperor,  but 
they  are  said  to  have  been 

issued  while  he  was  still  in 
the  field. 

As  eighth  Roman  emperor  he 
had  merely  reached  Rome  when 
Vespasian,  who  had  been  with 
the  Roman  army  in  Palestine, 
having  been  sent  there  by 
Nero,  with  that  portion  of 
the  Roman , army  over  which  he 
held  command,  to  quell  the 
Jewish  uprising  (First 
Revolt),  arrived.  He  had 
heard  of  the  terrible  state 
of  affairs  at  home,  and 
leaving  his  son  Titus  to  con- 
tinue the  conquest  of  Judaea, 
he  had  hastened  back  to  Rome. 
On  arrival  of  his  army  there, 
Vitellius  was  killed.  His 
reign,  too,  is  dated  69  A.D. 

Vespasian  succeeded  to  the 
throne . 

- Florence  Aiken  Banks 


1953  NEW  ZEALAND  CORONATION 
PROOF  SETS 

8 pieces,  Half  Penny  to 
Crown  in  leather  case. 

Only  7,000  sets  issued. 
BILLIANT  PROOF  - $17.50 


